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Diversity in ‘Family farm Snapshots’ -website project
http://familyfarms.enviroed4all.com.au/family-farm-snapshots/

Through global stories of family farms-
food production and sustainability issues.

Theme 6 Valuing a Diverse World  Roundtable 10 A
Jeanie Clark  Enviroed4all®, Warracknabeal, Australia



‘Family farm snapshots’ 
is a resource on the web, 

collecting personal experiences in 
diverse places around the world

Use as a:
 participatory tool to share your place-based family farming 
 visualisation tool to discover places family farming
 stimulus to action in your place to become a family farmer
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Objectives:
1 Diversity of family farming (What is it?)
2 Family Farm Snapshots  - a web resource  
of diversity
3 The diversity of the diversity of people, food 
production, produce and places 
4 The diversity of sustainability issues tackled 
5 Action based on family farming snapshots –
from our present to the future.
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1 Diversity in ‘family farming’

– What is family farming?
(UN definition) 
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What defines a family farmer?

Type of place doesn’t matter
rural

urban/suburban

Family farms can be anywhere.
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What defines a family farmer?

Type of place doesn’t matter
land

water 

Family farms can be anywhere.
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What defines a family farmer?

Size of place doesn’t matter
Planter pots in a tiny backyard  or a bigger one

broad-acre farms

Family farms are of any size.
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What defines a family farmer?

Time working place doesn’t matter
Part –time /recreational  

Full-time / for self-sufficiency

Family farmers spend varying times in this work. 
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What defines a family farmer?

Diversity at the place doesn’t matter
One food/group focus  

Multiple food/group foci

Family farms can have varying food produce.
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What defines a family farmer?

Amount produced at place doesn’t 
matter
Just a little daily 

A huge harvest annually 
With lots to send overseas

Family farms can be produce varying amounts.
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What defines a family farmer?

Place ‘philosophy’ doesn’t matter
Way of life tastes good         ethnic foods

organics/permaculture    commercial   harmony/Nature
Family farmers grow foods for various reasons. 
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What defines a family farmer?

‘Place’ does matter, 
it’s where work is done to produce food/fibre, some 
of which the family uses,
and excess may be shared or sold
Commercial or backyard/kitchen/food gardens/forest/’seas’

Family farmers use their place to produce food/fibre 
By feeding themselves, they help feed the world. 
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Family farmers globally 
are based in places locally

AAEE 2016 Tomorrow Making: our present to the future. Theme 6 Valuing a diverse world. Session 10 A J. Clark, session 10A family farming snapshots 



2 Family Farm Snapshots 
- a web resource of diversity
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The family farm snapshots website

A collection of personal experiences based in diverse places  
to describe ‘feeding the world, caring for the earth” 

 Family- who is farming and being fed at a place
 Farm – place location, farming type, its environment
 Produce- from this place
 Sustainability - issues, managements and/or successes 

specific to this place 

http://familyfarms.enviroed4all.com.au/family-farm-snapshots/
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Family Farm Snapshots Structure
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Family Farm Snapshots 
uses only photos, and word processing 

to cover : family, farmland, produce, sustainability 

 encourages ‘slow’ attention to each snapshot 
 allows these places to be compared to reveal diversity
 are published as pdfs to be as useable as possible globally 

and especially where fast internet is not available 
 aim to be an environmental educational resource that can 

especially support literacy, written English and visual, 
geography, environmental science  (listed by WRF)

 aspire to have snapshots in the language of the authors and 
an  English translations where English is a second language

 raise the profile and appreciation of family farming
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http://familyfarms.enviroed4all.com.au/join-us/

Our present to the future 
1 Creating a snapshot involves the writer in noticing and connecting to their place and 
recording it for the future. 



Our present to the future
2 Reading a snapshot involves the reader in noticing and connecting to another’s place 
in the present.

http://familyfarms.enviroed4all.com.au/family-farm-snapshots/



Our present to the future
3 The snapshots share examples of family farming from around the world. They can 
help appreciation of diversity and inspire the participation that the UN says will be 
needed in the future by everyone everywhere with great diversity for food security .  



http://familyfarms.enviroed4all.com.au/sustainability-farmlands/stories-by-the-children/

Our present to the future 
4 Linked e-farm picture books that  can connect readers to issues of sustainability 
faced by Wimmera –Mallee farming and in farmlands 



http://familyfarms.enviroed4all.com.au/4-teachers/

Our present to the future
5 4teachers suggests uses of to be able to link local places into global events and 
to better appreciate present diversity and future thinking in these events 



link to soil website http://soils.enviroed4all.com.au/soil-selfies/

Our present to the future 
6 Soil selfies is a linked project/website focussing on the diversity of soils. 
Contributors connect to personal soil by taking its photos up close, in use and with 
challenges and managements.  
Readers discover soils of other places and their uses and issues. 
Begun in March 2015, global connections to places will increase as the site grows over 
the International Decade of Soils, following the International Year of Soils 2015 .



link to pulses webpages http://enviroed4all.com.au/sustainability-in-farming/pulses/

Our present to the future 
7 Pulses is a linked project/website focussing on the diversity of pulses, in the 
International Year of Pulses 2016, and their importance for future food security. 



3 The diversity of 
people, food production, 

produce and places 
in the Family Farming Snapshots Collection
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Family Farm Snapshots diversity of ways to farm 
Family backyards

Commercial broad-acres grains:
Conservation/no-till
Reclamation of eroded land

Commercial stock:
Sheep
Dairying

Organic 
Permaculture/xericulture

Climatic bio-regions: 
Tropical 
Semi-arid
Temperate

Silviculture
Aquaculture

http://familyfarms.enviroed4all.com.au/family-farm-snapshots/
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Family Farm snapshot diversity of food and fibre produce
Timber 

Fruit/nut trees

Vegetables

Grains

Herbs

Poultry

Stock

Crustaceans/Fish

Honey

http://familyfarms.enviroed4all.com.au/family-farm-snapshots /
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The family farm snapshots collection’s diversity of places

Urban family farming 
Wimmera – Dimboola, Horsham, Jeparit, Warracknabeal, 
Melbourne suburbs – Box Hill, Croydon, Glen Waverly

Rural family farming
Wimmera districts around Dimboola, Jeparit, Warracknabeal, 
Other Victoria Central Highlands, Southwest, Northeast, 
Australia: Darling Downs, Southeast coast (Qld), 

Gawler ranges (SA), 
Southwest (WA)

Global – Yukon, Nova Scotia, (Canada) 
Savoie (France)  (in English and français), 
Lake Victoria (Kenya), 
Upolu (2) (Samoa)

http://familyfarms.enviroed4all.com.au/family-farm-snapshots/
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4 The diversity of 
sustainability issues in the 
family farming snapshots
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Caring for the Earth?

Low food miles, greenhouse savings
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Caring for the Earth?

local ‘foods’ = species diversity
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Caring for the Earth?

Healthy fresh ‘foods’ taste good
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Caring for the Earth?

Maintain skills/knowledge to support 
producing these ‘foods’ at home
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Caring for the Earth?

Maintain skills/knowledge to support 
using these ‘foods’
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Caring for the Earth?

Knowledge of all parts of environment
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Caring for the Earth?

Soils protected and improved 
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Caring for the Earth?

Restoring/Protecting soils from erosion
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Caring for the Earth?

Plantings that go/grow together
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Caring for the Earth?

Share/keep habitat for wildlife
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5 Actions based on 
Family Farm Snapshots 

from our present 
to the future?
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1 Recognising/valuing family farming 
Maybe promoting this by contributing an example 

to the web  Family Farm Snapshot collection

http://familyfarms.enviroed4all.com.au/family-farm-snapshots/join-us
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2 Personal responsibility by all for future food 
start family farming – no matter the size

e.g. growing some food for self/family 
 in a pot
 replacing a lawn area
 in a community garden ….

Maybe sharing your action with others, 
by contributing your story to Family Farm Snapshots

http://familyfarms.enviroed4all.com.au/family-farm-snapshots/join-us
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6 Conclusion
Family Farming :

 FF action in the present is future thinking for food security (if it is 
new to you) 

 Growing food integrates air, water, soil, living things with social 
place, time, food, sharing. 

 Rethink – what food you can grow where, especially urban people
 It can be a positive change for urban people of the Anthropocene
 Our present understanding and taking responsibility for producing 

some food/fibre for our own need, sets a (new?) habit for the future 

Family Farmers, develop some of their bit of the 
planet for food, together

Feeding the World, Caring for the Earth 
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Family farmers feed their world, and care for their Earth, as 
part of a whole environment they know and depend upon. 

Collectively, family farmers have a huge global effect.

Are you a family farmer? 
You grow what? 

feed who? 
and care for the earth how?

JOIN US and share your snapshot to
http://familyfarms.enviroed4all.com.au/

With thanks to 32 family farmers of -Australia, Canada, Kenya Samoa and France, -for sharing their photos and experiences on which this report of their diversity is based. 
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Interested in hearing about 
new Family Farm Snapshots-

as they are published on the web? 

send me an email 
enviroed4all@gmail.com

(and make this email an allowed sender)
Also connect with enviroed4all on twitter 

and linked in and Facebook webpage
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Appendix-
My place influences

(my biases)
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My Place is at different scales 

Werrigar East, Wimmera, Victoria, Australia, Earth



Place influences over time: 
childhood

Spion Kopje from Bogong Village, North East Victoria



Place Influences over time : 
adult

Clarks Park Texel Stud, Werrigar East



Professional base:

Geography teaching
(15 years),

catchment education 
(15 years), 

freelance , putting 
‘farm’ bias into global 
projects locally and 
potentially  globally 

via web. (6 years)
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My projects: 
global projects with challenging, inspiring aims 

potential for educational resources of different places
accessible to/from the world from my on-farm place

living in harmony with Nature – 2011-2020

Healthy soils for a healthy life

AAEE 2016 Tomorrow Making: our present to the future. Theme 6 Valuing a diverse world. Session 10 A J. Clark, session 10A family farming snapshots 

– 2014-2023

– 2015-2024

Nutritious seeds for a sustainable future


